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1.  Name of Property
	Historic name 
	Guyton, Joseph W., School

	Other names/site number 
	Guyton, Joseph W., Elementary School


2.  Location
	street & number 
	355 Philip St.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	not for publication

	city or town
	
	Detroit
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	vicinity

	State
	Michigan
	code
	MI
	county
	 Wayne
	code
	163
	zip code
	 48215


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

	As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property    X  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
       national                  statewide            X local 


                                 ____________________________________
Signature of certifying official
                                                                        Date

   Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer ______________                Michigan State Historic Preservation Office           
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau

	In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.  



                                 ____________________________________
Signature of commenting official
                                                                        Date

                           
___________________                                                                                         
_________                                                     
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau

	4.  National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action


      entered in the National Register                               _________________________________________________________________

      determined eligible for the National Register            _________________________________________________________________


      determined not eligible for the National Register





___________________

      removed from the National Register








_________               


      other (explain:)                                                          _________________________________________________________________















5.  Classification 
	Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
	Category of Property

(Check only one box)
	Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)


	
	
	
	
	Contributing
	Noncontributing
	

	
	private
	X
	building(s)
	1
	
	buildings

	X
	public - Local
	
	district
	
	
	sites

	
	public - State
	
	site
	
	
	structures

	
	public - Federal
	
	structure
	
	
	Objects

	
	private
	
	building(s)
	
	
	buildings

	
	                                               
	
	object
	            1
	0
	Total


	Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)           
	Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register



	Public Schools of Detroit
	
	


6. Function or Use                                                                     

	Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

	EDUCATION/school
	
	EDUCATION/school

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


7. Description
	Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Tudor Revival
	
	foundation:
	Concrete

	
	
	walls:
	Brick

	
	
	
	

	
	
	roof:
	Asphalt

	
	
	other:
	

	
	
	
	


Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)  
Summary Paragraph
Joseph W. Guyton School is located in the heart of the Jefferson-Chalmers neighborhood on the City of Detroit’s extreme southeast end, with the Detroit River several blocks to the south and the City of Grosse Pointe Park located several blocks to the east.  This site occupies an entire city block, and is located near the center of its parcel.  Built 1922-1925, this building features tall, side-facing gable roofs over its symmetrical, long front façade and brick patternwork in the spandrels between the first and second story groupings of windows.  In plan, the footprint of the1922 building with its 1925 addition is a reversed “F”.  Courville and Hosmer Schools are similar to Hosmer School in plan and exterior design.  The exterior of Guyton School appears to be in excellent condition, retaining an outstanding degree of historic integrity.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 
Designed at one time but built as two sections, the front façade of Guyton School presents a unified composition faced with dark red and brown, English bond brickwork. Its symmetrical massing displays receding and projecting wall surfaces. The central section of the front façade is covered with a steeply pitched, side-gabled roof with projecting dormers. The central, tab-framed, fenestrated section of the front façade is the most prominent. An entrance bay tucked into the front façade on either side of the central section is composed of a double-door width, Tudor-arched vestibule with the name, “Joseph W. Guyton,” in calligraphic letters within the stone panel beneath the arch. It is surmounted by grape vines flanking an open book beneath the hood mold that is capped with crenellation and a chimney pot-like, ceramic detail.  

To each side of the central section and the cross-gabled end bays are regularly fenestrated bays and a less steeply pitched gable roof. Projecting from these and the central roof are small, Craftsman-influenced, hip roofed dormers. In the spandrels between the first and second story windows are patterns of Xs flanked by Os, the Os having an orange-colored, diamond-shaped tile in its center. Windows are of the six-over-one wooden sash type.  The end bay to the south features a conservatory with a pair of openings with tracery above; around the corner to the south elevation is a second conservatory.  Courville School is cited as having tile installations by Pewabic Pottery.

The original plan of Hosmer School allowed for the auditorium to occupy the space behind the taller, central section and the gymnasium to occupy the space across the lateral hallway from the auditorium in the rear of the building.  The boiler room was in the basement; its chimney stack projects from the back of the building.  It matches the brick of the school building and is square in plan, tapering towards the top with chamfered edges.  

8. Statement of Significance
	Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

	

	
	A
	Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

	
	
	

	
	B
	Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	X
	C
	Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	D
	Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

	Property is:

	
	A
	owed by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

	
	
	

	
	B
	removed from its original location.

	
	C
	a birthplace or grave.

	
	D
	a cemetery.

	
	E
	a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

	
	F
	a commemorative property.

	
	G
	less than 50 years old or achieving significance

	
	
	within the past 50 years.


	Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Architecture

	

	

	

	

	

	Period of Significance 

	1922-1925

	

	Significant Dates

	1922, 1925

	

	

	Significant Person
N/A

	

	Cultural Affiliation

	N/A

	

	Architect/Builder

	Malcomson, Higginbotham, & Palmer

	

	


Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance corresponds to the dates of construction of the first and second units.
Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and applicable criteria) 
Malcomson, Higginbotham & Palmer, architects of Guyton School, designed Hosmer and Courville Schools according to the same plans.  All were decorated with Pewabic tile on the interior and exterior, and all are extremely handsome examples of the Collegiate Gothic style as applied to a standardized plan.  Therefore, Guyton School meets National Register Criterion C.    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance  (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)  
The school was named after Joseph W. Guyton, a Michigan resident who was the first American soldier killed on German soil during the First World War.  It was constructed in 1922 at a cost of $145,265.  It opened in January 1924 to serve about 400 students organized into twelve sections under a platoon plan, with twelve non-platoon rooms, a kindergarten, conservatory, and office.  

What was intended as the school’s main section was completed in 1925 at a cost of $247,855.  It brought the building up to thirty-one rooms, including an auditorium, gymnasium, library, playroom, kitchen, and lunchroom.  It housed nearly 1,200 students in the kindergarten through eighth grade, in twenty-four sections, one non-platoon room, and one kindergarten room.  In April 1957, $4,500 was spent on alterations to add an instrumental music room, gym offices, and a new teacher's rest room.  By this time, however, enrollment was down to around 900 students.
As colorfully depicted in an account by the Detroit Board of Education in 1937, "The Guyton School is really a beautiful building, of English Tudor design.  It has huge playgrounds at the north and south, a beautiful lawn in front, and at the rear the Guyton Garden, which has long been one of the loveliest school gardens in the city.  Shrubbery and trees are very well placed.  Silvery poplars at the front entrances and at the garden entrance rise to the green slate roof and make the approaches to the school as attractive as school portals should be." 
 

One of three Detroit public school buildings of the same design by the architectural firm of Malcomson, Higginbotham & Palmer, Guyton School is the only one that is not vacant at this time; however, it is scheduled to close at the end of the 2008-09 school year.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
9.  Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)     
	Previous documentation on file (NPS):
	Primary location of additional data:

	
	preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
	
	State Historic Preservation Office

	
	requested 
	
	Other State agency

	
	previously listed in the National Register
	
	Federal agency

	
	previously determined eligible by the National Register
	
	Local government

	
	designated a National Historic Landmark
	
	University

	
	recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
	
	Other

	
	recorded by Historic American Engineering Record   # ____________
	  Name of repository:
	   


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________


10.  Geographical Data                                                              

	Acreage of Property
	 4


(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)
UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

	1
	 17
	
	340536
	
	 4692068
	
	3
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing



	2
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	4
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing


	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing




Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
E MARLBOROUGH 67 THRU 84 REAR LOTS 85 THRU 102 AND VAC ALLEY LYG BETW SAID LOTS AVONDALE SUB L28 P59 PLATS, W C R 21/381
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The boundaries described above include the entire parcel historically associated with Guyton School.

11. Form Prepared By 

	name/title 
	Deborah Goldstein

	organization
	City of Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board
	date
	 March 25, 2009

	street & number 
	CAYMC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 204
	telephone
	 (313) 224-3487

	city or town  
	Detroit
	state
	 MI
	zip code
	48226

	e-mail
	cc-historic@detroitmi.gov


Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

· Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to this map.
· Continuation Sheets
· Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Photographs:


Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map.
See continuation sheet.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Photographs

Photographer:  Timothy Boscarino

Date:  January 2009
Paper and Ink:  HP Premium Plus Glossy Photo Paper, HP Vivera Ink

1. East (Philip) elevation.

(MI_Wayne_GuytonSch0001.tif)

2. Northernmost entrance on east elevation.  

(MI_Wayne_GuytonSch0002.tif)

3. North (Avondale) elevation.

(MI_Wayne_GuytonSch0003.tif)
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