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1.  Name of Property
	Historic name 
	Oakman, Dr. Charles H., School for Crippled Children

	Other names/site number 
	Oakman, Dr. Charles H., Elementary Orthopedic School


2.  Location
	street & number 
	12920 Wadsworth St.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	not for publication

	city or town
	
	Detroit
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	vicinity

	State
	Michigan
	code
	MI
	county
	 Wayne
	code
	163
	zip code
	 48227


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

	As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property    X  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
       national                  statewide            X local 


                                 ____________________________________
Signature of certifying official
                                                                        Date

      Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer ____________                Michigan State Historic Preservation Office    
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau

	In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.  



                                 ____________________________________
Signature of commenting official
                                                                        Date

                           
___________________                                                                                         
_________                                                     
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau


	4.  National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action


      entered in the National Register                               _________________________________________________________________

      determined eligible for the National Register            _________________________________________________________________


      determined not eligible for the National Register





___________________


      removed from the National Register








_________               


      other (explain:)                                                          _________________________________________________________________















5.  Classification 
	Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
	Category of Property

(Check only one box)
	Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)


	
	
	
	
	Contributing
	Noncontributing
	

	
	private
	X
	building(s)
	2
	
	buildings

	X
	public - Local
	
	district
	
	
	sites

	
	public - State
	
	site
	
	
	structures

	
	public - Federal
	
	structure
	
	
	Objects

	
	private
	
	building(s)
	
	
	buildings

	
	                                               
	
	object
	2
	0
	Total


	Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)           
	Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register



	Public Schools of Detroit
	
	


6. Function or Use                                                                     

	Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

	EDUCATION/school
	
	EDUCATION/school

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


7. Description
	Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Art Deco
	
	foundation:
	Concrete

	
	
	walls:
	Brick

	
	
	
	

	
	
	roof:
	Slate; Asphalt

	
	
	other:
	Stone

	
	
	
	


Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)  
Summary Paragraph
Dr. Charles H. Oakman School for Crippled Children faces south onto Wadsworth Street on the city’s west side, a few blocks south of Grand River Avenue and about seven miles northwest of downtown.  The building has an approximately rectangular footprint, encloses a central courtyard, and occupies a majority of its site, the southern half of an otherwise residential block.  The remaining portion of the parcel is devoted to a small lawn in front of the building and a small parking lot to the rear.  The building is a single-story structure with a steep hip and gable roof. A freestanding boiler house also exists at the northern end of the site.  The buildings are finished in a style that seems to combine modernized French academic details with Art Deco.  It was completed in 1929.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description
Oakman School occupies most of a city block bounded by Wadsworth, Sorrento, Capitol, and Steel Avenues.  The northern end of the block is occupied with single-family homes, as are the adjacent blocks.  It is a single story building of rectangular plan surrounding an interior courtyard.  With a focus on the building’s courtyard for outdoor activities, Oakman School does not have the large playfield found at other Detroit schools.  Although all four of the building's elevations are similar, the south elevation constitutes the building's primary facade.  The space between the building and the street contains numerous mid-sized trees, and semicircular concrete sidewalks accessing the building entrances on the south, east, and west sides.  The northern end of the site contains an asphalt parking lot and the school's detached boiler house.

The building's footprint resembles that of a castle or fortress, with rectangular end pavilions extending from each of the building's four corners, analogous to the towers of a castle.  Projecting entrance pavilions are centered on each of the building's four elevations.  A low ornamental fence, flush with the outer edges of these towers and pavilions, extends around the building's south, east, and west sides.  This fence consists of cube-like stone posts anchoring metal rails of a diagonal, grid-like pattern.  The fence is open at each of the building's entrances.

Each of the building's entrances consists of a pair of double steel doors surmounted by a tall, multilight aluminum transom.  The building's windows and doors are recent replacements.  Each of these double doorways is flush with the building's wall, but sheltered by a projecting, open, entrance pavilion.  Each pavilion consists of a projecting half-hip roof supported by four squared columns, the rearmost two being engaged with the building's wall surface, creating an open portal on each of the pavilion’s three sides.  The masonry surrounding these portals displays a mildly French academic character, with sunken joints, topped by a stone panel bearing the words “DR CHARLES H OAKMAN SCHOOL” carved in relief in serif lettering, flanked by the smaller words “AD 1929.”  

On the facade, the entrance pavilion is flanked by six bays of windows on each side.  The building's walls consists of red brick in a common bond pattern at the base.  Stone sills underline each of the windows.  Brick pilasters with instepping profiles on either side project from between each set of bays of windows.  The building’s low eaves extend almost to the tops of the windows, the margin being occupied by a stone lintel course.

Rectangular end pavilions exist at each corner of the building.   The base of each pavilion consists of a stone water table.  A majority of the wall area consists of red brick in a common-bond pattern.  Each of these pavilions is pierced by three windows on its façade and five windows on its side elevation.  The middle window is set within a monumental stone surround of masonry similar to that surrounding the building's entrance portals, but extending above the building's eave line and culminating in a projecting gable with flared ends.  Set within each gable is a blank stone cartouche.

Extending upwards from the building’s eaves is a slate false roof.  When viewed from the street, the building appears to be topped with a tall, steep, flat-decked hip roof.  This false roof hides a flat roof.

While the main school building is vaguely Art Deco in character, a much stronger Art Deco aesthetic is created by the school's boiler house.  Its brick chimney tapers in a series of four setbacks, and features stepped corners.  The building's common-bond, red brick exterior is fenestrated by six, evenly-spaced windows on the south elevation, and a wide steel door on the west elevation.  A stone water table and broad lintel course wrap around the building. 

8. Statement of Significance
	Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

	

	X
	A
	Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

	
	
	

	
	B
	Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	X
	C
	Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	D
	Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

	Property is:

	
	A
	owed by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

	
	
	

	
	B
	removed from its original location.

	
	C
	a birthplace or grave.

	
	D
	a cemetery.

	
	E
	a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

	
	F
	a commemorative property.

	
	G
	less than 50 years old or achieving significance

	
	
	within the past 50 years.


	Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Architecture

	Education

	

	

	

	

	Period of Significance 

	1929-1959

	

	Significant Dates

	1929

	

	

	Significant Person
N/A

	

	Cultural Affiliation

	N/A

	

	Architect/Builder

	Smith, Hinchman & Grylls

	

	


Period of Significance (justification)

The Period of Significance of Oakman School begins with its date of construction and its use as a school for children with 

special needs.
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria) 

Opened in 1929, Charles H. Oakman School is locally significant under National Register Criterion A as the second Detroit school building designed specifically to serve the needs of students with physical disabilities. After eighty years it continues to serve this purpose.  It helped educate students with special needs at a time when such children nationwide often received substandard education or were excluded from schools altogether.  It is significant under National Register Criterion C as an example of a school building designed to accommodate the special needs of its students. Unlike the city's 1919 Nellie Leland School for Crippled Children, Oakman School was built around a central courtyard to facilitate student participation in outdoor activities.  It also differed from Leland School, and all other Detroit school buildings of its era, in that it was only one story in height to allow its students to easily move throughout the building.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)  
Prior to around 1920, students with special needs were often restricted to an education that was substandard in quality.  Although the doctrine of compulsory education prevented these students from being excluded altogether, they were often educated at home or forced to relocate to remote facilities operated by the state
.  The city of Detroit, with its greater population and tax base, had the resources to be at the forefront of a Progressive Era movement to bring equal opportunities in education to formerly marginalized segments of the child population.  
The first class in the Detroit school system dedicated to children with physical disabilities was organized in 1910.  The first school devoted exclusively to such students was the Nellie Leland School for Crippled Children, established in 1919.  Over the next decade the education of students with physical disabilities, formerly excluded from public education, became more commonplace.  In 1929 a second facility was opened, named after Dr. Charles H. Oakman, a dentist, oral surgeon, and member of the Detroit Board of Health and the Detroit House of Correction Board.

During his career, Oakman worked to increase the availability of dental care to the city's children.  He successfully lobbied for the creation of publicly funded dental clinics for children.  Oakman also worked to improve the living conditions endured by inmates in the Wayne County prison system.

Oakman School was built on land recently annexed from Greenfield Township as the City of Detroit continued to grow in population and expand its boundaries to the northwest.  Constructed at a cost of $586,412, it was designed to accommodate 450 students.  Its site was chosen for its proximity to Grand River Avenue, enabling the school to more easily receive students commuting from other areas of the city.  It was located on the city's northwest side to complement the location of Nellie Leland School on the near east side.  The two schools continued to share some administrative functions and were supervised by a common principal until 1955, at which time the schools began to operate independently of each other.
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, the architectural firm that designed Oakman School, also designed Nolan Intermediate (1926), MacKenzie High (1928), Denby High (1928), Pershing High (1929), and Osborn High (1957) Schools.  Founded in 1853, it is one of the oldest architectural firms in the United States, as well as (presently known as the SmithGroup) one of the largest.  Although the firm was not especially well-known for its school buildings, it was one of the most prolific firms in Detroit, perhaps second only to Albert Kahn & Associates.  It is especially well-known for many monumental structures built from 1922 to 1930, when Wirt Rowland was its head designer. These include the Guardian, Penobscot, and Buhl Buildings in downtown Detroit, among many others.  The exterior stonework on Oakman School was designed by Corrado Parducci, to whom Rowland frequently turned for architectural sculpture.
  Parducci (1900-1981), an Italian immigrant, resided and worked in Detroit from 1924 until the end of his career.  
Built with concrete block and reinforced concrete slab floors, Oakman School is a single-story building with a rectangular footprint, arranged around a central courtyard.  The building's design allowed classrooms, a library, and an arts and crafts room to open inward, permitting students to easily access the courtyard space.  The building also included offices, a conservatory, solarium, auditorium, and playroom.  The school also contained showers and medical and dental facilities to accommodate the needs of the student population.  The equipment for dental care was donated by the family of Charles Oakman.  The corridors were equipped with handrails for student use, and frequent mirrors, thought to encourage the development of healthy posture
.

The family of Thomas Oakman donated equipment for dental care of the students at Oakman School.  Many mobility devices and other medical items were provided for the students by organizations such as the Detroit Rotary Club and the National Society for Crippled Children (now known as Easter Seals).  The State Aid Act of 1933 also provided funding for this purpose for many of the students at Oakman School.
Oakman School educated students from kindergarten through the ninth grades.  Most of the students who graduated from Oakman School went on to attend Cass Technical High School or the High School of Commerce, two adjacent high schools located downtown, due to the existence of elevators in those buildings.  
Presently known as the Thomas Oakman Elementary Orthopedic School, the building continues to serve its original purpose as a venue for the education of students with special needs.
____________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
9.  Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)     
	Previous documentation on file (NPS):
	Primary location of additional data:

	
	preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
	
	State Historic Preservation Office

	
	requested 
	
	Other State agency

	
	previously listed in the National Register
	
	Federal agency

	
	previously determined eligible by the National Register
	
	Local government

	
	designated a National Historic Landmark
	
	University

	
	recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
	
	Other

	
	recorded by Historic American Engineering Record   # ____________
	  Name of repository:
	   


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________


10.  Geographical Data                                                              

	Acreage of Property
	 2.54


(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)
UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

	1
	 17
	
	321234
	
	4693799
	
	3
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing



	2
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	4
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing


	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing




Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
W STEEL 247 THRU 237 189 THRU 180 ALSO S 20 FT OF 179 AND VAC ALLEY ADJ FRANK B WALLACE GRAND RIVER VILLAS SUB L34 P22 PLATS, W C R 22/133
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The boundaries described above include the entire parcel historically associated with Oakman School.

11. Form Prepared By 

	name/title 
	Timothy Boscarino

	organization
	City of Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board
	date
	 March 25, 2009

	street & number 
	CAYMC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 204
	telephone
	 (313) 224-3487

	city or town  
	Detroit
	state
	 MI
	zip code
	48226

	e-mail
	cc-historic@detroitmi.gov


Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

· Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to this map.
· Continuation Sheets
· Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Photographs:


Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map.
See continuation sheet.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

	Section number   9
	Page   1


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Photographs

Photographer:  Timothy Boscarino

Date:  November 2008 and September 2009
Paper and Ink:  HP Premium Plus Glossy Photo Paper, HP Vivera Ink

1. South and east elevations.

(MI_Wayne_OakmanSch0001.tif)

2. South elevation.  

(MI_Wayne_OakmanSch0002.tif)

3. Main entrance on south elevation.

(MI_Wayne_OakmanSch0003.tif)

4. Detail of southeast corner.

(MI_Wayne_OakmanSch0004.tif)

5. South and east elevations of boiler house.

(MI_Wayne_OakmanSch0005.tif)
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� MI State Historic Preservation Office, An Honor and an Ornament: Public School Buildings in Michigan, 2003, p. 12


� Kvaran.


� City of, Board of Education,  Histories of the Public Schools of Detroit, 1967, p. 913.
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