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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a).  

1.  Name of Property
	Historic name 
	Sampson, William T., School

	Other names/site number 
	Sampson, William T., Elementary School


2.  Location
	street & number 
	6075 Begole St.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	not for publication

	city or town
	
	Detroit
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	vicinity

	State
	Michigan
	code
	MI
	county
	 Wayne
	code
	163
	zip code
	 48210


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

	As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property    X  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
       national                  statewide            X local 


                                 ____________________________________
Signature of certifying official
                                                                        Date

     Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer ________                Michigan State Historic Preservation Office  
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau

	In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.  



                                 ____________________________________
Signature of commenting official
                                                                        Date

                           
___________________                                                                                         
_________                                                     
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau


	4.  National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action


      entered in the National Register                               _________________________________________________________________

      determined eligible for the National Register            _________________________________________________________________


      determined not eligible for the National Register





___________________


      removed from the National Register








_________               


      other (explain:)                                                          _________________________________________________________________















5.  Classification 
	Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
	Category of Property

(Check only one box)
	Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)


	
	
	
	
	Contributing
	Noncontributing
	

	
	private
	X
	building(s)
	1
	
	buildings

	X
	public - Local
	
	district
	
	
	sites

	
	public - State
	
	site
	
	
	structures

	
	public - Federal
	
	structure
	
	
	Objects

	
	private
	
	building(s)
	
	
	buildings

	
	                                               
	
	object
	1
	0
	Total


	Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)           
	Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register



	Public Schools of Detroit, Michigan
	
	


6. Function or Use                                                                     

	Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

	EDUCATION/school
	
	VACANT/NOT IN USE

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


7. Description
	Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Late Gothic Revival
	
	foundation:
	Concrete

	
	
	walls:
	Brick

	
	
	
	Limestone

	
	
	roof:
	Asphalt

	
	
	other:
	Stone

	
	
	
	


Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)  
Summary Paragraph
William T. Sampson School is sited on Detroit’s near west side, its building and playfield occupying the northern half of a block bounded by Begole Avenue, Cobb Place, Van Court Street, and Milford Avenue, about four miles northwest of downtown.  The building is currently vacant, as are a number of the houses and lots in the surrounding neighborhood, but appears to be in good condition and retains a high degree of historic integrity.  The building was constructed in 1912, bearing a flat roof and bright red brick, and featuring stone arched entrance portals, buttresses, and other Late Gothic Revival architectural features.  Additions to the north and west of the building, erected in 1921, resemble the original building in architectural detail.  These additions resulted in a final, L-shaped plan, although the building originally occupied an approximately rectangular footprint.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

The William T. Sampson School building occupies the southeastern portion of its parcel.  Directly to the south of the building is a small, asphalt parking lot.  To the north of the building is an open playfield.  The building sits behind a relatively shallow lawn, and is oriented with its primary façade on Begole Avenue to the east.  

The building’s original, 1912 section has a symmetrical façade, and is discernible from its later additions by the slightly lighter red color of its stretcher bond brickwork.  It is two stories tall with a flat roof and high, fenestrated basement.  A stone belt course wraps around the building just above the basement level.  A cornice wraps around the top of the building, doubling as a lintel course for the building’s second story windows.  This is surmounted by a parapet wall with stone coping, bearing crenellations and stone quoins above the building’s paired entrance pavilions. Centered on the façade, at the level of the parapet wall, is a blank, rectangular stone panel.  The building’s doors and windows are not visible, having been covered by protective steel panels.

The façade is aesthetically divided into six bays.  At the center of the façade are two bays of windows.  These are flanked by the building’s two entrance pavilions, which are in turn flanked by two more bays of windows.  Each portal contains a stone, gothic-arched entrance portal, into which the building’s doorways are recessed and raised atop several stone steps.  The base of each pavilion is clad in stone, and extending upwards along the sides of each pavilion are a pair of  brick and stone buttresses, about one story in height.  The entrance portals are topped with horizontal stone courses, and feature a projecting pair of finial-like details.  They are each surmounted by a tall window that lights an interior stairwell.  Each of the façade’s window bays is further subdivided into four individual windows on each floor, separated by brick piers and highlighted by stone sills.

1921 additions extend the building’s footprint to the north and south.  These additions match the building’s original section in architectural detail, but can be distinguished by a slightly darker brick color.  
8. Statement of Significance
	Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

	

	
	A
	Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

	
	
	

	
	B
	Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	X
	C
	Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	D
	Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

	Property is:

	
	A
	owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

	
	
	

	
	B
	removed from its original location.

	
	C
	a birthplace or grave.

	
	D
	a cemetery.

	
	E
	a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

	
	F
	a commemorative property.

	
	G
	less than 50 years old or achieving significance

	
	
	within the past 50 years.


	Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Architecture

	

	

	

	

	

	Period of Significance 

	1912-1921

	

	Significant Dates

	1912, 1921

	

	

	Significant Person
N/A

	

	Cultural Affiliation

	N/A

	

	Architect/Builder

	Malcomson & Higginbotham

	

	


Period of Significance (justification)

The Period of Significance encompasses the dates of construction of the original building and its later additions.
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria) 

William T. Sampson School is locally significant under National Register Criterion C due to its Late Gothic Revival styling and its flat roof.  It is the earliest extant, and possibly the first, Detroit school building to possess these attributes.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)  
The William T. Sampson School site was purchased by the Detroit Board of Education in 1911 to fulfill demand for a new school in a growing part of the city.  The land cost $7,000, and in 1912 construction began on a school building at a cost of $72,000.  The school was completed and opened in that same year, serving an initial population of about 500 children. The school’s namesake, William T. Sampson (1840-1902), served in the United States Navy during the Civil War, and had attained the rank of Rear Admiral by the time of the Spanish-American War.  He is known for his role in the Battle of Santiago de Cuba.

Sampson School is, both structurally and stylistically, a departure from other Detroit school buildings that preceded it.  Its Late Gothic Revival design comes, like all other Detroit schools of the era, from the architectural firm of Malcomson & Higginbotham.  It is the earliest extant example of a Detroit school building in this style, which was later used in the somewhat more ambitious Miller School (1919) and Cooper School (1920).  The design of Sampson School was a forerunner to the more monumental, Collegiate Gothic school buildings, almost all by Malcomson & Higginbotham, that became the norm in the mid-1920s.  This style reached its peak with Durfee School (1923) and Central High School (1925), two adjancent school buildings which are together (along with the Roosevelt School, since demolished) known as the Roosevelt Group.

Malcomson & Higginbotham’s design for Sampson School is also noteworthy for its early adoption of the flat roof.  This innovation reflected an increased concern with issues of cost, wall thickness, and most importantly, fire safety in the early 1910s.  Detroit school buildings prior to Sampson School featured wood-framed hip or gable roofs, ranging from simple designs of a low pitch to much heavier, steeper, and elaborate roofs such as those found on McKinstry School (1905) and Crossman School (1911).
At the time the building was constructed, the area surrounding the school was sparsely developed, with unimproved streets and much of the land devoted to agricultural use.  Residents of the area often used the school building as a place to receive mail or fill containers with water.  Over the next few years, however, the neighborhood became fully developed, and two additions to the building were constructed in 1921.  These added nineteen classrooms, a gymnasium, and an
auditorium, at a cost of $360,000.  Additional land was also purchased for the school, for a sum of $66,081.  The Detroit Plan was instituted, organizing the school into platoons, and the assembly room was converted into a library.

Although the school's population was initially almost entirely white, African Americans began to settle in the area within a few years, and became the neighborhood's dominant ethnic group by 1930.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
9.  Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)     
	Previous documentation on file (NPS):
	Primary location of additional data:

	
	preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
	
	State Historic Preservation Office

	
	requested 
	
	Other State agency

	
	previously listed in the National Register
	
	Federal agency

	
	previously determined eligible by the National Register
	
	Local government

	
	designated a National Historic Landmark
	
	University

	
	recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
	
	Other

	
	recorded by Historic American Engineering Record   # ____________
	  Name of repository:
	   


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________


10.  Geographical Data                                                              

	Acreage of Property
	 2


(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)
UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

	1
	 17
	
	325285
	
	 4690660
	
	3
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing



	2
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	4
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing


	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing




Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
E VAN COURT N 25.63 FT 41 LOTS 42 THRU 55 BLK 1-ROBERT M GRINDLEYS SUB L15 P32 PLATS, W C R 16/100 N 12 FT 177 178 THRU 192 AND VAC ALLEY ADJ BEECH HURST WM L HOLMES SUB L17 P40 PLATS, W C R 16/169
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The boundaries described above include the entire parcel historically associated with Sampson School.

11. Form Prepared By 

	name/title 
	Timothy Boscarino

	organization
	City of Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board
	date
	 March 25, 2009

	street & number 
	CAYMC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 204
	telephone
	 (313) 224-3487

	city or town  
	Detroit
	state
	 MI
	zip code
	48226

	e-mail
	cc-historic@detroitmi.gov


Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

· Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to this map.
· Continuation Sheets
· Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Photographs:


Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map.
See continuation sheet.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

	Section number   9
	Page   1
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Photographs

Photographer:  Timothy Boscarino

Date:  December 2008

Paper and Ink:  HP Premium Plus Glossy Photo Paper, HP Vivera Ink

1. North and west elevations.

(MI_Wayne_SampsonSch0001.tif)

2. South elevation.  

(MI_Wayne_SampsonSch0002.tif)

3. East elevation.

(MI_Wayne_SampsonSch0003.tif)
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