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1.  Name of Property
	Historic name 
	Higginbotham, William E., School

	Other names/site number 
	High School of Commerce


2.  Location
	street & number 
	20119 Wisconsin St.
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	not for publication

	city or town
	
	Detroit
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	vicinity

	State
	Michigan
	code
	MI
	county
	 Wayne
	code
	163
	zip code
	 48221


3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

	As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    X    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property    X  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
       national                  statewide            X local 


                                 ____________________________________
Signature of certifying official
                                                                        Date

   Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer __________________                Michigan State Historic Preservation Office   
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau

	In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.  



                                 ____________________________________
Signature of commenting official
                                                                        Date

                           
___________________                                                                                         
_________                                                     
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency and bureau


	4.  National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action


      entered in the National Register                               _________________________________________________________________

      determined eligible for the National Register            _________________________________________________________________


      determined not eligible for the National Register





___________________


      removed from the National Register








_________               


      other (explain:)                                                          _________________________________________________________________















5.  Classification 
	Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)
	Category of Property

(Check only one box)
	Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)


	
	
	
	
	Contributing
	Noncontributing
	

	
	private
	X
	building(s)
	1
	
	buildings

	X
	public - Local
	
	district
	
	
	sites

	
	public - State
	
	site
	
	
	structures

	
	public - Federal
	
	structure
	
	
	Objects

	
	private
	
	building(s)
	
	
	buildings

	
	                                               
	
	object
	           1
	0
	Total


	Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)           
	Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register



	Public Schools of Detroit
	
	


6. Function or Use                                                                     

	Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

	EDUCATION/school
	
	EDUCATION/school

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


7. Description
	Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
	
	Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival
	
	foundation:
	Concrete

	
	
	walls:
	Brick

	
	
	
	

	
	
	roof:
	Terra Cotta, Asphalt

	
	
	other:
	

	
	
	
	


Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)  
Summary Paragraph
The William E. Higginbotham School faces east onto Wisconsin Avenue, a vacated street, on the northwest side of Detroit.  Its U-shaped footprint occupies the southern third of its large, block-long parcel, which is located approximately nine miles northwest of downtown.  This is a one-and two-story brick building, with a flat-centered, Spanish tile hip roof, that was constructed in 1926 and expanded in 1944 and 1946.  Its main features are focused on the off-center entrance bay and reflect the Mediterranean style.  Higginbotham School appears to be in excellent condition on the exterior and retains a high degree of historical integrity.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Description 

Higginbotham School is oriented eastward towards Johnson Playfield and Joe Louis Barrow Playfield, City of Detroit recreation facilities.  A surface parking lot is adjacent to the school building on the north and another on the east, across the vacated right-of-way of Wisconsin Avenue, connected to the Johnson Playfield.  The asymmetrical front façade of the school faces Wisconsin and its entrance occupies the second of six bays from the south end. 
The entrance bay projects slightly from the rest of the front façade.  It is set off by a pattern of stacked, quoin-like squares with outlines of darker brick running along its side and top edges. This same running pattern lines the corners of the building as well.  Double-doors with patterned lights (surrounds are now brightly painted) and a round arched transom above comprise the entrance; a metal balconet and large, curvilinear-arched, multi-light window are above at second story level.  Panels of ornamentation extend from the flanking column capitals of the entrance, rising to the height of the second story window, and are topped with miniature engaged obelisks. To the north of the entrance section is a brick bell tower rising from the ground; it is topped with a side-facing, tiled, gable roof above double louvered openings rising above the roofline.  The four bays north of the entrance bay and the single bay south each contains two stories of groupings of five, four-over-four double hung sash windows, each with a continuous sill course on the first story.  The last bay on the north end of the front façade is divided from the one next to it by a second “bell tower.”
A cartouche is all that occupies the second-story end of the front façade facing south towards Chippewa Avenue, above a grouping of three windows on the first floor.  The ell of the south elevation is set back, and a five-sided, one-story bay projects from its western end.
The interior contains Pewabic drinking fountains, installed in 1937 as a gift of the class of 1923.

8. Statement of Significance
	Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

	

	X
	A
	Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

	
	
	

	
	B
	Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.



	
	
	

	
	
	

	X
	C
	Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	D
	Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

	Property is:

	
	A
	owed by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

	
	
	

	
	B
	removed from its original location.

	
	C
	a birthplace or grave.

	
	D
	a cemetery.

	
	E
	a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

	
	F
	a commemorative property.

	
	G
	less than 50 years old or achieving significance

	
	
	within the past 50 years.


	Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

	Architecture

	Community Planning and Development

	

	

	

	

	Period of Significance 

	1926-1952

	

	Significant Dates

	1926, 1944, 1946, 1952

	

	

	Significant Person
N/A

	

	Cultural Affiliation

	N/A

	

	Architect/Builder

	Unknown

	N. C. Sorensen (1944 and 1946 additions)

	


Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance reflects the construction period of Higginbotham School as well as the years that federal policy influenced enrollment in the school. 
Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria) 

Higginbotham School meets National Register Criteria A and C as locally significant for its community planning and development history, and its architecture.  The influence of national events and federal policy on community growth is specifically reflected in the school’s fluctuating enrollment in its first thirty years.  Architecturally, Higginbotham School is one of only a few Spanish Revival-style structures built for the Detroit Board of Education.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)  
Higginbotham School was built on approximately four and one-half acres of land just two blocks south of Eight Mile Road, the city’s northern boundary, in 1927 with a capacity for 580 pupils.  It began as a kindergarten through eighth grade school, but after 1934, the eighth graders were sent to Post Intermediate School, resulting in a drop in enrollment to about 350.  In 1934, a nursery school was established in the building by the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (F.E.R.A.), the first New Deal program instituted to help the needy and unemployed. A year later, F.E.R.A. was incorporated into the Works Progress Administration (W.P.A), the largest New Deal Agency created by executive order by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to stem the tide of the Depression.
A third unit to Higginbotham School was constructed in 1946 as the population of the area swelled with families of returning World War II veterans.  A gymnasium, auditorium, homemaking rooms, six classrooms and an additional kindergarten were added.  Temporary housing was located in the area of Higginbotham School by the federal government, and a three-room annex was added.  By 1952, the temporary housing was removed, the school population declined, and the annex was finally vacated in 1955.  
William E. Higginbotham School was named after one of the partners in Malcomson & Higginbotham, the architectural firm selected by the Detroit Board of Education as its architect for thirty years, 1893-1923.  N. Charles Sorensen, the architect of Higginbotham School, worked for Malcomson and Higginbotham briefly in the mid-1920s before forming his own company.  Afterwards, he went on to design school buildings in several different styles for the Board of Education under his own moniker.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
9.  Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)     
	Previous documentation on file (NPS):
	Primary location of additional data:

	
	preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
	
	State Historic Preservation Office

	
	requested 
	
	Other State agency

	
	previously listed in the National Register
	
	Federal agency

	
	previously determined eligible by the National Register
	
	Local government

	
	designated a National Historic Landmark
	
	University

	
	recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________
	
	Other

	
	recorded by Historic American Engineering Record   # ____________
	  Name of repository:
	   


Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________


10.  Geographical Data                                                              

	Acreage of Property
	 9.09


(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)
UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

	1
	 17
	
	322442
	
	4700999
	
	3
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing



	2
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	4
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing


	
	Zone


	Easting


	Northing




Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
E INDIANA 284 THRU 265 205 THRU 224 AND W 1/2 VAC WISCONSIN AVE ADJ AND VAC ALLEY ADJ DETROYAL GARDENS SUB L35 P77 PLATS, W C R 16/364
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
The boundaries described above include the entire parcel historically associated with Higginbotham School.

11. Form Prepared By 

	name/title 
	Deborah M. Goldstein

	organization
	City of Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board
	date
	 March 25, 2009

	street & number 
	CAYMC, 2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 204
	telephone
	 (313) 224-3487

	city or town  
	Detroit
	state
	 MI
	zip code
	48226

	e-mail
	cc-historic@detroitmi.gov


Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

· Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs to this map.
· Continuation Sheets
· Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Photographs:


Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map.
See continuation sheet.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Photographs

Photographer:  Timothy Boscarino

Date:  January 2009
Paper and Ink:  HP Premium Plus Glossy Photo Paper, HP Vivera Ink

1. East and south elevations.

(MI_Wayne_HigginbothamSch0001.tif)

2. West elevation.  

(MI_Wayne_HigginbothamSch0002.tif)

3. South elevation.

(MI_Wayne_HigginbothamSch0003.tif)
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